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March 5, 2008

The Honorable Pat Roberts

United States Senator
109 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C.  20510
Dear Senator Roberts,

Like many Americans, I was shocked by the Air Force’s decision to award a multibillion-dollar military contract to a foreign company. 
I find it remarkable that at a time when our economy is struggling, the Air Force would send American jobs and American money overseas. These are high-wage, high-skill jobs – exactly the type of jobs we need to keep here at home. 

The decision is especially troubling in its impact on Kansas workers and their families. As you know, the best air planes in the world are made right here in Kansas. No other plane would have provided better fuel efficiency, higher value to taxpayers and greater tactical advantages than Boeing’s KC-767; and Kansas was ready to do its part in building these planes for our troops. 

I have been in contact with Boeing representatives and will continue as they meet with federal officials to discuss the contract. I will support Boeing in their decision about whether to appeal the awarding of this contract.

Know that I stand ready to work with you to ensure that our military contracts protect our military personnel, our workers, our taxpayers, and our country. Thank you for your efforts on behalf of our state and our country.

Sincerely,

/s/
Kathleen Sebelius

Governor
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