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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:


July 13, 2006

City of Olathe, Kansas State University, Johnson County Government and Kansas Bioscience Authority Look to Partner on Major Initiative

Olathe, (KS)—The City of Olathe, Johnson County Government, the Kansas Bioscience Authority, and Kansas State University today announced plans for a new partnership to create a unique educational, research and economic development initiative in Olathe.

The partnership lays the foundation for a project in northwest Olathe that would include Kansas State University, a bioscience research park and a bioscience business incubator in the College Boulevard and Kansas Highway 7 area.  The Olathe Chamber’s Economic Development Council has played a key role.

According to Olathe Mayor Michael Copeland, this is project would be great for Olathe.  He said, “Today, a city’s success is measured by its ability to help create opportunities…In this case, a wonderful educational opportunity and greatly coveted 21st Century jobs.”

County Commission Chairman Annabeth Surbaugh echoed the Mayor’s sentiments, and added her own thoughts about the potential for future development within Johnson County. Surbaugh said, “The County is pleased to be a part of this project because it represents our community’s entrance into an emerging industry, one we are certain will lead to future biosciences ventures throughout the county. This project will have significant and lasting positive impacts in terms of strengthening our local economy and will contribute towards a more diverse, well-educated workforce.”

Kansas State President Jon Wefald said this is a new chapter for Kansas State University.  He said, “Education and research in the biosciences will drive the prosperity of this region for generations to come, and we are excited to be part of this bold initiative...We are a committed partner in the Olathe project.”

Bioscience Authority Chairman Clay Blair said, “This is the future for this area and Kansas.”  He said, “This opportunity for a prestigious university to join with a bioscience research component will have a wonderful and dramatic impact for Johnson County and the State.”

-More-

The parties anticipate entering into a formal memorandum of understanding to outline the project’s parameters and necessary commitments in the coming weeks.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Tim Danneberg, City of Olathe
(913) 971-8609 or (913) 522-8420

Testimonials:

Senator Pat Roberts—“This exciting new partnership is full of potential to bolster scientific research, make strides in education and further develop the Kansas economy. As one of the fastest growing cities in Kansas, Olathe is the perfect home for such innovation. It will serve as an important anchor in the growing Kansas Technology Corridor that stretches from the Manhattan area down I-70 and K-10 to Lawrence, Johnson County and the Kansas City metro area. In 1996, I said we needed to harness federal, private, local and educational dollars for research infrastructure as an investment in our future. With this new campus and research park, the future looks pretty promising."

Senator Sam Brownback— “This partnership is great news for the Olathe community and paves the way for new jobs, scientific advances, and economic development.  I applaud the Kansas Bioscience Authority, Kansas State, and the City of Olathe for crafting a public partnership that puts the city on the cutting edge of technology and the new economy.”

Governor Kathleen Sebelius—"This is a great example of the type of collaboration that was envisioned when I signed the law creating the Bioscience Authority. This innovative approach brings together one of our great research universities, with city and state government and the Bioscience Authority, to further expand the opportunities in the bioscience field in Kansas City. The ultimate beneficiaries will be the citizens of Kansas with new job opportunities and life saving cures and research.”

Congressman Dennis Moore—"This is yet another example of why Kansas City is a leader in the bioscience field," Moore said.  "Drawing on the expertise of institutions like Kansas State University and the Kansas Bioscience Authority, this partnership joins an already thriving science and medical research community that is investing in the enormous potential of bioscience research, not only for the economic benefits it provides, but also to find new ways to prevent and treat disease."

 

-End-
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